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mark. It could override the protection
furnished to such offenders by the local
magistrates, and insist by fine and imprison-
ment and even (though rarely) by deprivation
on at least a minimum of rubrical order
being observed. Thus the Church in the
latter years of Elizabeth had a powerful,
if not quite' ecclesiastical, instrument of
coercion. Discussion was suppressed, but
at any rate, in the compulsory quiet that
followed, men grew to be accustomed to the
appointed order of worship, and custom bred
affection for it. There is no doubt that,
while there was deep disaffection under the
surface, that devotion to the Prayer Book
and the Anglican system which marked the
churchmen of the Stuart age was also gaining
ground. Now for the first time there came
to be a strong volume of opinion in favour of
the Church as being not merely comparatively
but absolutely good, and worthy of the best
loyalty of its members.